INTRODUCTION
Two generations have been absorbed into the life of Britain,
and the countries of the Commonwealth, since the abdica-
tion of King Edward VIII, seventeen years ago. The older
generation—now at work, in the services, or at the universities
—grew up during the reign of George VI, and their conception
of contemporary monarchy was focussed on his good, quiet,
authentic influence as a king. His character was revealed in
the first speech he ever made, at the age of eighteen, when he
said of the gifts necessary in a great leader: "To my mind he
must possess three great qualities: personality, sympathy, and
above all, idealism. . . . Nobody can lead unless he has the
gift of vision, and the desire in his soul to leave things in the
world a little better than he found them." Young men and
women, now in their twenties, were maturing during the years
when their King was living up to this exacting ideal; and
their loyalty, and devotion to the Crown, has been formed
accordingly.
The younger generation, now in the schools, is growing up
in the promising light of what we are pleased to call The New
Elizabethan Age. The phrase is more imaginative than real-
istic, but it nevertheless reveals the hopeful, young spirit of
our time, at the beginning of the reign of a young Queen,
who is already keeping the promise she made when she came
of age: "I declare before you all that my whole life, whether
it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service. . , ."
For both these generations, numbering millions, in Britain
and the Commonwealth, King Edward VIII is a remote figure,
overshadowed and forgotten in the exiled wanderer—a middle-
aged man, devoted to travel and pleasure. Only my generation,
and those who are older, remember the young Prince of Wales,
shining with promise, to whom we gave our trust, during the
years following the 1914-1918 war.
Since King Edward VIII abdicated, in 1936, with the harsh

